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WALTER JENKINS OF TORQUAY AND THE 

CANADIAN NATIONAL VIMY MEMORIAL 

by Mike Thompson 

Honorary Vice-President, Torquay Museum Society 

Today's visitors to the old Western Front battlefields of the 1914-18 War have 

many sights to see. They can enjoy the modern Belgian and French towns and 

cities such as leper (formerly Ypres) in Flanders and Arras in Artois, which have 

so magnificently risen from the ruins to which they were reduced as the opposing 

armies demonstrated man's inhumanity to man over four wearying years. They can 

also appreciate the various terrains of open country, hill, wood and valley which 

were the _unsuspecting hosts to the appalling casualties that still resonate from 

'the Great War'. Also, they can witness the thought-provoking commemoration 

of the enormous loss of life caused by the steadfastness and valour, and the often 

calamitous courage, that was so often demonstrated on both sides of the blooded 

no-man's land that snaked its way from the Channel coast through Belgium and 

France almost to the Swiss border. 

The visitors' books thoughtfully provided by the Commonwealth War Graves 

Commission at a host of military cemeteries that are the last resting places of 

hundreds of thousands of fathers, brothers, uncles and sons are a lasting reminder 

that 'we will remember them' as today's descendants of those soldiers continue 

to enact the pilgrimages to the Western Front that so often include signing the 

cemetery register and adding a few extra words of heartfelt and moving tribute to 

the sacrifice that is now at least 90 years distant in a disappearing past. 

For the fa11en who have no known grave (the vicious horror of the fighting 

meant that additional hundreds of thousands of soldiers were simply blasted into 

eternity) there are the memorials that mark a particular battle, a regiment's sorrow, 

a division's contribution or perhaps a nation's keenly felt loss. These memorials 

come in all shapes and sizes and among the very finest of them is the Canadian 

National Memorial on the Vimy Ridge, just a few kilometres north of A.ITas, in 

a comer of France that will be forever sacred to those who bear the image of the 

maple leaf. This is one of the most visited of the Western Front memorials - and it 

was largely built by the renowned Torquay stone firm of H.T. Jenkins. & Son Ltd. 

'Decorative Marble Contractors, London and Torquay'. By the time the monument 

was unveiled the company was designated Walter W: Jenkins & Co. Ltd. of 132 

Union Street, Torquay and 41 Whitehall, London SW l .  

Canada was still a young country (the Dominion was created in 1867) when 

the Great War was fought but its army had quickly ra11ied to the Allied cause 

and by the end of hostilities had contributed no fewer than 619,636 troops whose 

tremendous fighting qualities were made manifest in many significant campaigns. 

Their sacrifice was equally significant; a total of 66,655 Canadians were killed or 














