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MP in call for animal welfare use on site as Blue Cross confirms closure

Torbay’s MP has called on national 
animal welfare charity Blue Cross 
to look at whether a continuing 
animal welfare use could be 
identified for the site after it 
confirmed it will close its Torbay 
re-homing centre.

Blue Cross will also close its 
rehoming centre in Tiverton as part 
of  plans to change its presence in 

Devon and open a new rehoming, 
behaviour and advice unit in 
Exeter. The changes will see 18 staff  
made redundant.

The news was confirmed in a 
letter from Chris Burghes, chief  
executive of  Blue Cross, to MP 
Kevin Foster.

The rehoming centre in Ashley 
Priors Lane, Watcombe, first 
opened in 1988. The cattery has 

since been rebuilt and now has 
facilities for 50 cats. Over many 
years its facilities have been 
supported by funds raised locally 
and Kevin is keen an opportunity is 
given to other animal welfare 
charities to consider whether they 
could make use of  the site.

Kevin said: ''It is very 
disappointing to hear Blue Cross 
will be closing their Torbay 

re-homing centre in Watcombe, 
making local staff  redundant. 
Given the support provided to the 
centre by the community, the 
charity should look to see if  
another animal welfare use can be 
secured for it.”

Kevin has written to Chris 
Burghes to arrange a meeting to 
discuss the site and what plans 
Blue Cross has for it.

Edward Vivian, 
the museum’s 
great luminary 
While William Pengelly is often 
the first name that comes to mind 
when considering the early work 
of Torquay Museum, much of his 
work was done in conjunction 
with Edward Vivian, the society’s 
first treasurer and a driving force 
behind many of the town’s social 
institutions.

Vivian, like Pengelly, was another 
great Victorian polymath, but with 
a very different set of  skills.

He was educated at Oxford and 
discovered Torquay whilst sailing 
with friends around the coasts of  
Wales and Devon.

He eventually settled in the town 
with the determination to ‘lend 
assistance to anything and 
everything that had a tendency to 
elevate the moral and intellectual 
condition of  the working classes’.

Vivian’s involvement with the 
social and educational institutions 
of  Torquay was incomparable.

He became a local banker, 
magistrate, insurance agent, 
hotelier, writer, and public 
speaker.

He was also a keen sportsman 

horticulturalist, photographer and 
notable artist and illustrator.

These skills and interests are 
reflected throughout the museum’s 
collections.

One area that Vivian is 
particularly remembered for in 
the museum is his contribution to 
our knowledge of  British 
prehistory.

Vivian was instrumental in 
rescuing the manuscripts and 
plates of  Father John MacEnery’s 
book ‘Cavern Researches’ and 
donated them to the museum in 
1867.

An edited volume of  which was 
published posthumously by Vivian 
in 1859.

This went some way to giving 
MacEnery the credit he deserved 
for his ground-breaking 
discoveries in Kents Cavern.

Vivian went on to get 
permission for the Torquay 
Natural History Society to dig at 

Kents between 1846-1847, on the 
basis of  which a major excavation 
was conducted for over ten years.

A lesser known aspect of  Vivian’s 
interests is commemorated in a 

dress sword that was purchased by 
the museum at auction in 2006.

Vivian was involved in the 
Volunteer Movement which was 
strong in Torquay in the late 1850s 

and was the forerunner of  the 
Territorial Army.

In December 1859, the Fourth 
Devon Volunteer Artillery Battery 
was formed under Vivian’s 
command. The sword was 
presented to Vivian on his 
promotion to major.

However, Vivian should probably 
best be remembered for his 
contribution to education and 
addressing the needs of  working 
people.

For many years he lectured at 
the Mechanics Institute and 
backed many unsuccessful 
attempts to secure a local public 
library.

He was a very talented artist and 
the museum holds many of  his 
prints and lithographs of  local 
scenes.

Through his efforts, a School of  
Art was founded in Braddons Hill 
Road West.

Originally built as the Salem 
Chapel, it was purchased by public 
subscription and converted into 
the Institute for the Promotion of  
Science and Art in 1878.

It was renamed the Vivian 
Institute in his honour.

Through its work in vocational 
and adult education, it was one of  
the most important buildings in 
Torquay at that time.

Vivian died aged 84, the wreath 
for his funeral had 62 different 
cuttings from shrubs from his 
garden at Woodfield.

The Secret Museum exhibition, 
now on, features several items 
relating to Vivian’s life, including 
his portrait painted in 1856 by 
Joseph Hodges and his 
presentation sword.

A portrait of Edward Vivian by Joseph Hodges
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Torbay MP Kevin Foster with his 
wife, St Marychurch councillor 
Hazel Foster, at the centre in 
Ashley Priors Lane, which is part 
of St Marychurch Ward 
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